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Congratulations to the twelve horse/rider combinations that represented BVRC at BRC National Championships in 2007. 

To do well at Championships you not only need talent but a good deal of luck too. Sixth place by the Open Hunter Trial 
team was an unexpected delight. Not to be outdone, the Open Horse Trials team surpassed all hopes with an 

exceptional second place in the team competition - a club record. This was topped with individual honours for all four 
team members. Special congratulations to Karen Baxter & Worth his Salt, Sarah Butler & Annagh Trendy Velvet, 

Lorraine Storer & Jordan Hill & Charlotte Springall & Folds Cedar. 
 

We would like to wish you all a happy XMAS & a healthy, prosperous and successful year in 2008. 
LKH. 

Committee 
After the changeover at 2006/2007’s AGM your Committee for 2007/2008 are :- 
Chairman Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 Members Sarah Butler 01980 621143 
Secretary Sandra Groves 01264 395277  Helen Nash-Steer 07719 476576 
Treasurer Rosie Mathias 01264 365003  Clare Norton 01980 629355 
Teams Susie Pool 01980 671523  Elizabeth Peerless 01980 862809 
    Alison Rodger 01980 629528 
    Gill Young 01980 629575 

 

Subscriptions were due for renewal on 1st November. Well done to those of you who have already rejoined. 

Rates were increased to £25, for Riding Members, at last year’s AGM, but remain at £12 for Non Riding Members. 

We are offering a discount of £5 to reduce the cost to £20 for riding members, if the subs are paid before 

31st December 2007. A reduced rate of £20 will apply for second and each subsequent member of the same household. Please 

fill and return membership renewal form (supplied with the September Newsletter) to Sandra Groves (address on form or above).  
You will need a new membership card to take advantage of the RA Hunt subscription (information below),  to take part in the Winter 
League or the Winter Dressage Team Qualifier. 
 

Dates for your Diary 2008 

Annual Quiz Night – Friday 18th January 2008 at the Red Lion , Clanville, Nr Weyhill, 7.30-8pm. 
Come to our popular annual quiz. Sandra is setting the questions again this year. The quiz will include several rounds of questions 
each on a different topic i.e. General Knowledge, Sport, Entertainment, etc. with equestrian questions mixed in.  A couple of ‘beer 

rounds’ will be included to allow us to keep topped up with food & drink. Four or five people can make up a team, or if you want to 
come on your own then just turn up and we can find a team for you to join. The cost is £2.50 per person. Come early, order a drink 
and some food for the interval, ready for the quiz to start at 8pm.  

 BRC Area 17 Winter League, 2007/2008 (schedules from Sandra, Peter Buist or www.area17-brc.fsnet.co.uk) 

BRC Area 17 Winter League has returned to Sparsholt EC. These are very good competitions against members from other riding 
clubs in the area. The shows are well organised with limited entries – so there is no hanging around for hours between classes. 
Members placed in each class accrue points for the club and for themselves in the individual competition. At the end of the series 
there is a prize for the club with the most points, and the individual with the most points who has taken part in both dressage & 
show jumping (but not necessarily placed in both).  Well done to Frances Hall who currently heads the individual table. 
Dates are as follows: 
 Sunday January 20th  – Dressage              Saturday February 23rd  – Show Jumping              Sunday April 13th – Dressage 

Entries secretary: Mr P Buist, Silverlea, New Road, Timsbury, Romsey, Hants SO51 0NL (01794 368061). 

Secretary: Sandra Groves 
 58, Hedge End Road 
 Andover 
 Hants 
 SP10 2DJ 
 01264 396390 
 Email: secretary@bvrc.co.uk 
 

Chairman: Lindsay Hills 
 The Ridings 
 Dauntsey Lane 
 Weyhill 
 Hants SP11 8EB 
 01264 772388 
 email: chairman@bvrc.co.uk 

http://www.bvrc.co.uk/


  

TEAMS 

BRC Area 17 New Winter Dressage Team Qualifier at Sparsholt EC on Sunday 20th January 2008 
A new Winter Dressage Championship has been introduced and the Area 17 qualifier will be running in conjunction with the Winter 
League. The Championship will be held at Hartpury over the same weekend as the Novice Indoor Show Jumping (5 & 6 April).  
The competition will be for teams of 4 riders, with the best 3 scores to count. There will be one team to qualify from each area but   
no individua qualifiers. 
Tests will comprise BD Prelim 12 and BD Novice 27 with two riders from each team riding the same test. In the Preliminary tests, 
horses must have zero BD points & in the Novice tests, horses with 75 or more BD points are not eligible. 
Downgrading of horses is allowed. 
 
Please remember that you will need to have a fully up to date flu certificate (for your horse), and have paid your subscriptions. 
 
Please Note: riders may only compete for one club in any competition year. 

 
The team selection policy is as follows: 
On the basis of the response of the team forms, a decision is made about how many teams to enter.  
Selection for team places is based on performance at club competitions or other known events and willingness to go to the 
Championships if we are good enough to qualify. 
It is normally the case that, subject to eligibility, anyone keen to take part will be offered a team place. 
 
If you think you would like to have a go but are not sure then ring Lindsay (01264 772388) for a chat. Otherwise, even if you stated 

on your membership application that you were interested in teams, please fill in and return the enclosed form by 15th December. 
 
The club pays all Entry Fees to Area competitions. 
 

PLEASE READ THE VACCINATION RULES BELOW AND CHECK THAT YOUR HORSE’S 
CERTIFICATE COMPLIES IN EVERY RESPECT. 
 

Equine Influenza - Valid Certificates – Vaccination procedures 
Each horse must have a valid vaccination certificate, which undeniably relates to that horse, completed, signed and stamped on each line by a 
veterinary surgeon, who is not the owner of the animal. It must state that the horse has two injections for primary vaccination against Equine 
Influenza given no less than 21 days and no more than 92 days apart. (Only these two injections need to have been given for the horse to compete). 
In addition a first booster injection must be given no less than 150 days and no more than 215 days after the second injection of the primary 
vaccination. Subsequently, booster injections must be given at intervals of not more than 1 year apart, commencing after the first booster injection. 
None of these injections must have been given within the preceding 7 days, including the day of the competition or entry into competition stables. 
 
Horses foaled before 1st January 1980 need not have had the first booster injection (no less 150 days and no more than 215 days) after the second 
injection of the primary vaccination – but must have had an annual booster (given within 12 months) thereafter. 
 

Note: Where Passports are used as the flu’ vaccination record, the horse description must be verified by a vet or authorised member 
of a breed society. 

 ‘How your horse’s teeth affect his performance’ talk by Martin Walls, Equine Dental Technician, 

on Friday 8th February 2008, at the Red Lion, Clanville,Nr Weyhill 7-30pm for 8pm start.   
Martin Walls has kindly agreed to come and give a very informative talk on Equine Dentistry with excellent photos, pictures and skulls 
to study.  Martin trained at the Academy of Equine Dentist in Idaho, USA in 1998.  As a result he is a certified Equine Dentist and 
also holds the British qualification of Equine Dental Technician. He has lectured at the British Equine Veterinary Association (BEVA) 
Conference in Glasgow and is due to return again next year.  He also lectures at various colleges including Sparsholt.  He is based 
between Winchester and Southampton and mainly covers the Hampshire area.  He is recommended by Woodlands Veterinary 
Practice and Endell Veterinary Hospital as well as numerous other Practices and also receives referrals from the vets at the Liphook 
Equine Hospital.    
Make a note in your diary/calendar now; you owe it to your horse!   

Residential Camp at Stockland Lovell, Somerset 14-17th April 2008 
The residential camp has been booked at Stockland Lovell. Arrival will be on Monday 14th April between 12-1pm and departure after 
lunch on Thursday 17th. Accommodation consists of furnished heated portacabins of various sizes, containing 2-6 bunk beds, divans, 
mirror, chairs and hooks for clothing. Residents will need to take their own bedding including pillows. Shower block, loos, dining 
room and lounge will be shared with other people staying on the premises. 
Full catering will be provided and includes English breakfast, cold lunch, afternoon cakes and 2 course evening meal.  
Stabling will be in an American style barn with hay and straw included, a shavings stable can be provided. Hard food will not be 
supplied, so we will need to take our own. 
All horse must have a current flu vaccination certificate.  
Booking form, with costs, will appear in the next Newsletter. Put the dates in your diary now! 



  

Hunting 
Following the hunting ban in February 2005, the RA Hunt has been operating as a drag pack. The club has taken out a subscription 
to the RA Hunt again this year. This will enable club members to drag hunt during the season (from the end October to April) for a 
reduced cap (£20 per day (this is £50 for non-subscribers)).  
I have been informed that the number of outings has been reduced from six to four per season, after which members may be asked 

to subscribe to the Hunt. 
Contact Helen Nash-Steer (07719 476576 or email: hjnashsteer@onetel.com) for details of meets, times, parking, dress, protocol etc 
etc.  or if you just want a friendly face.  
Don't forget to take your NEW membership card + £1 for the box watcher. 
Hunt Secretary:  Nick Hornby, Paddocks, The Cartway, Wedhampton, Nr Devizes, Wilts. Tel: 01380 848117 

 
BRC National Novice Team Dressage Championships at Lincoln 2007,    

Fri 7th - Sun 9th September - The Weekend we went National!! 
Having qualified at Area in July, BVRC sent a team of 4 riders (plus 1 reserve) to the other end of the country to represent the Club 
at the NAF British Riding Club National Championships in Lincoln. I was nervous at Area qualifiers and was just completely taken 
back at the thought of competing at National level! Zac, my 6 year old PBA gelding, and I had only done 4 Prelim tests - one of those 
being our Area qualifier, so it all felt very new and daunting to me! But there's nothing like throwing youself in the deep end!  
So on Friday 7th September, we set off early on our trek to Lincoln. The journey was very straightforward and we arrived in about 5 
hours. My Mum and Stepdad met us there having already set up camp and bed the stables down. The showground was breathtaking 
- neatly laid out dressage arenas, 3 hedged showjumping arenas, stable lines for 20-30 horses and huge, posh lorries wherever you 
looked! Zac was the first on his whole block to arrive so he looked very lonely in his stable but settled very quickly to eating his hay - 
the way to my horse's heart is certainly through his stomach! 
The rest of the team – Carol (Dunford), Catherine (James), Ruth (Jacobson) and Fen (Hargreaves)(reserve) arrived with their horses, 
Sea of Diamonds, Toby & Just Joey, a little later and also set up camp. Zac went for a walk in-hand that evening to stretch his legs 
and after a lovely meal at Wetherspoons, we set down for the night. Not surprisingly, I found myself awake at stupid o'clock in the 
morning running everything through my head and worrying - only to find my Mum was even keener than I and had already mucked 
Zac out!! 
After breakfast I took Zac for a trot round and got all his excitement out of his system in a large field away from the warm up arenas 
and then let him chill out back at the trailer. We tarted him up with chalk, plaits and quarter marks and made our way to the warm-
up arena 45 mins before our test. We were surrounded by very prim and proper looking horses working very nicely and I found 
myself feeling incredibly nervous but Zac was an absolute star, proving just how versatile he is not only for a youngster, but a young 
ARAB too!! 
I concentrated on transitions, transitions, transitions, having found myself a few days before not being able to canter on the correct 
lead and thinking that was it, the whole world had ended!! But with concentration we both got it together and were finally called in 
to our arena. 
Susie and Lindsay were at the Arenas supporting the team and as I went in Susie reminded me, 'Don't forget the 2-5 steps walk, lots 
of people have forgotten the walk.'  
'That's fine', I replied, 'I know the test inside out.' (having practiced it over and over again in my head!) So in I go thinking don't 
forget the walk, don't forget the walk.... BEEP in I go... trot down centre line... straight, rhythm, tempo, rhythm, tempo, track left 
(smile at judge of course), trot rhythm, tempo... and walk... lovely transition... walk on, walk on.. and trot... BEEEP... that can't be 
me, I remembered the walk.. BEEEPP 'You've forgotten the 20m circle'. Bummer! So I restarted with the 20m circle and Zac went on 
to perform a very consistent, controlled test and I left beaming from ear to ear - he did me SO proud, I couldn't have asked for 
anything more from him. 
Susie then informed me that the occasion had got the better of Carol and her horse, so our 3 scores (Myself, Ruth and Catherine) all 
counted for the team. Gulp. Ruth was next up and performed a tidy test but her horse was a little tense and unfortunately wouldn't 
settle his head throwing, but she rode him on very calmly to complete the test. Catherine was last to go and the combination 
produced a very consistent test with no faults and looked so 'together', it was lovely to watch. 
We then had an awfully long wait (as ever, so I'm told) for the results. Zac's results came through first - 7's for his trots, 6's for his 
canter, a nasty 2 for his 2-5 steps of walk as I panicked and pushed him on too soon and a 2 point penalty for error on course but an 
amazing 8 for his final trot down the centre line giving us 153 marks or 63.75% putting us tenth overall in our arena. I was thrilled to 
bits with him!  
Catherine’s marks were very questionable - it seems the judge just didn't appreciate the combination and marked them very unfairly 
in my view. Ruth and Catherine went on to gain 13th and 15th positions in their arenas respectively. Although the team wasn't 
placed, the horses were impeccably behaved and I certainly had an amazing experience. Although very overwhelming, I would love 
to put myself forward again next year and have already embarked on regular lessons to improve our marks - so Mr Carl Hester -
 watch this space! 
  
Toni Barbour and Zac (Ishcol Chardyll) 
 
 

 
FOR SALE OR LOAN 

17 hh 10 yr old handsome dark brown thoroughbred gelding.  
Hacks alone or in company, good in traffic, to clip, box, shoe, catch etc. A perfect gentleman in the stable.  

Has put in the occasional buck therefore not novice ride.  Ready to go on in any sphere,  

owner looking to retire!  
£3000 ono or would consider loan to right person. 07721 592865 Sutton Scotney 

 

mailto:hjnashsteer@onetel.com

