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Spring is in the air!  I know, we’ve just had snow and the BVRC Quiz night was 

cancelled because of it, but the snowdrops and daffodils are up and making a good show 

which is a sight to gladden the heart.  Look out later in the newsletter for the re-organised 

date for the Quiz!  We are looking forward to another great season of horsing about 

especially with all the events planned by the BVRC (see Diary Dates for the year’s 

competitions).  Look forward to seeing you there.  
 

Forthcoming Events 

 BVRC Winter Show Jumping – Hoplands EC Kings Somborne 14th March 2004 
Schedules were sent out earlier for you to get mega-organised! 
The large sand jumping arena provides an excellent jumping surface with warm up on an all weather surface. 
Jumping classes will be run at heights from 2’ 3” to 3’ 3”, with clear round jumping at 2’ . 
Sue Fentiman (01264 391550) would welcome your call with offers of help either on the day or to set up the day 
before (time to be confirmed). PLEASE give Sue a call. 

Annual Quiz Night –  
– Friday 19th March 2004 at the Red Lion , Clanville, Nr Weyhill, 7.30 for 8pm.  
As mentioned in the preamble, the January event was cancelled due to the cheeky blizzard, which hit us when we 
weren’t looking.  Sandra has determinedly rearranged for the evening of Friday 19th March.  Teams comprise four or 
five people to be entered on the night for this ever-popular evening. If you want to come on your own, don’t be 
shy, just turn up and we will find a team for you to join. Under 16's are welcome too, so bring your family and 
friends for a great night out. 
The quiz will include of several rounds of questions each on a different topic i.e. General Knowledge, Sport, 
Entertainment, etc. with Equestrian questions mixed in.  A couple of ‘beer rounds’ will be included to allow us to 
keep topped up with food & drink. Come early, order a drink and some food for the interval, ready for the quiz 
to start at 8pm.  The cost is £2.50 per person. Enquiries ring Sandra 01264 395277. 

Area 17 Novice Hunter Trial Qualifier 

& BVRC Hunter Trial – Sunday 4th April at Dene Farm, Nether Wallop. (Schedule enclosed.) 
Following the success of our annual Hunter Trial at Dene Farm in November, we are undertaking hosting of the Area 17 
Novice Team & Individual Hunter Trial Qualifier.  The Hunter Trial championships take place at Grange Farm, Wittering, 
Nr Peterborough on Sunday 16th May.  Running the Area qualifying competition gives us the opportunity to add a spring 
Hunter Trial to our calendar this year.  In addition to the qualifying classes, we will be able to run individual non-
qualifying classes at 2'3", 2’9” and 3'-3'3" which will be open to everyone. We hope that two or three teams will 
represent BVRC (see below for team application information) on the day, but for anyone not interested in teams there 
are plenty of other classes to enter. 

Secretary:      Sandra Groves 
47 Barnfield Rise 
Andover 
Hants 
SP10 2UQ 
01264 395277 
Email: secretary@bvrc.co.uk 

Chairman:        Lindsay Hills 
The Ridings 
Dauntsey Lane 
Weyhill 
Hants SP11 8EB 
01264 772388 
email: chairman@bvrc.co.uk 

http://www.bvrc.co.uk/
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We need your HELP 
As normal when we run any event involving cross country, we need plenty of helpers. For safety reasons we 
need to have two people per fence to judge. If you are not riding please come and help. Even if you can only 
manage half a day then we would be pleased to hear from you. Jill Vallis is supplying excellent refreshments as 
usual. It has been said that some only come to help for the refreshments!  
Please either fill in the attached reply slip or ring Lindsay 01264 772388.

 BVRC Hot Cross Bun Ride  on Friday 9th April at 2pm. 
This popular ride returns again for 2004.  We will meet at 2pm ready to ride by 2.15pm.  The ride will be 
approximately two hours with a stop for drinks and buns along the way.  Depending on numbers, the ride will 
be split into a ‘fast’ and ‘slow’ The weather can be anything from tropical to arctic at this time of year, so 
dress accordingly.  Guests (16 years or over) are welcome but please remember that club hat rules apply to 
them also. The ride is free to members, £4 for non-members. To book your place & hot cross bun, or if you 
have any queries please contact Lindsay Hills 01264 772388.   
 

Meet at F Range, Bulford side of the Cross Belt (on Tidworth / Bulford road. (Cross Belt marks the Hampshire 
Wiltshire border).  

BVRC Dressage Sunday 18th April at Amport Riding Centre (schedule will be sent shortly) 

We are returning to Amport for our Spring Dressage after an absence of about 20 years. It should have the 

advantage of not being so freezing cold as Larkhill. 
Tests range from Prelim to Medium, with one Prelim, a Novice and Medium test using a long arena. If you want 
to be stretched a little, try a different test, perhaps the same level test in a long arena, or a higher level test than 
normal. Anyway, come and have a go. 
Organiser, Michael Tennick would like to hear from anyone wishing to Dressage write, score or steward on the 
day. Please call him on 01264 391378. 

BVRC Novice Show Saturday 24th April at Amport Riding Centre at 1pm. 
This is an early warning for the first of two Novice Shows we are organising this year. This is an ideal opportunity if 
you are nervous, haven’t competed for a while or are intimidated by the ‘big guns’ to come and have a go in a quiet 
relaxed atmosphere. There will be plenty of help around if you are not sure what to do or where to go. Like the 
dressage show, schedules will be sent to you shortly. 

Coach Trip to Badminton Horse Trials - Saturday 2nd May 2004 
We are organising a coach trip to the famous Badminton Horse Trials for Cross Country day.  The coach will leave 
Andover around 8.00am and return from Badminton after the last horse has completed the course (probably leaving 
around 5.30-6.00pm).  The coach seats 51 people and tickets will be on a first come, first served basis.  The cost 
includes coach travel and entrance fee and will be £18 each for members and £22 each for non members.  Children 
aged 12 and under are given free entry to the Horse Trials but there will be a cost of £8 each for the coach travel.  
Likewise, if you decide you'd like to go after the closing date for advance tickets, you can come on the coach at a cost 
of £8 each and buy your entrance ticket on the gate when you get there (£18 each).  To book your seats please return 

the reply slip at the back of this Newsletter to Brenda Harman by 7th April 2004.  Please call Brenda on 01264 

772853 if you have any queries. 
 

British Riding Clubs Area 17 Winter League Dressage on Sunday 28th March 
Sparsholt College, near Winchester, is hosting the last of the Area 17 Winter Show Jumping and Dressage Series. Dressage is 
booked in for Sunday 28th March 2004. The competitions are open to members of affiliated Riding Clubs who have registered to 
take part (which the BVRC has).  Flu certificates must accompany the horse to the event for spot checks.    No entries taken on the 
day.  Please read the rules carefully to avoid disappointment!  Schedules and entry forms are available from the entries secretary 
Mr P Buist, Silverlea, New Road, Timsbury, Romsey, Hants SO51 0NL. 
 

Be Fair Cup and Caballine Trophy 
The Be Fair Cup and Caballine Trophy are presented annually at the AGM. 
Be Fair points are awarded to the 6 highest placed BV members in every competition regardless of their overall places (they may 
be 10th in the class but 2nd best BV member). Riders are only eligible for points on one horse on any particular day.  
Members who compete in teams on behalf of the BVRC will receive three points per day. 
 
The Caballine Trophy points are awarded on a point for each hour or part hour worked at a show or setting up the day before a 
show. Committee members who organise the events only get points  on this basis  and not for other committee duties. Even so, 
the top places do seem to be filled by them.  A rose bowl is awarded to the highest placed non-committee member.  
 
In addition to the trophies, rosettes are presented to the top ten places in each competition. 
Each Trophy winner is awarded free membership for the following year. 
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Rule Reminder 
The club doesn’t have too many rules, but just as a general reminder to keep everyone on the straight and narrow here are details 
of the ones that seem to cause most problems.   
BVRC membership is open to people 17 years old or older (with no upper age limit). 16 year olds may compete in competitions and 
attend any riding event as a member's guest, (with permission of the organiser) but BVRC does not allow under 16's to ride at their 
events. They do however, welcome guests of any age at their socials. 
Anyone riding at our events MUST wear correct approved headgear. The current standard is at least to the recommended 
standards PAS015 or EN1384; hats prefixed SEI or ASTM are permissible   (ASTM is not valid on its own, it must 
have the SEI prefix).  Hats shall have a chin strap which has a non-detachable retaining harness secured to the shell at more 
than two points. Hats marked EN1384, PAS015 or prefixed ASTM or SEI are the minimum standard allowed. Hard Hats to 
specification PAS015 or ASTM F1163 are considered to offer greater protection than EN1384. Recommended hats should carry the 
quality assurance stamp of Kitemark or SEI. American standard SNELL E95 and Australian or New Zealand standard SNZ 3838 1998 
are also acceptable. Where a hat is of skullcap style, this must be worn with a silk, which may be coloured for cross country. 
Such headgear shall be worn properly adjusted and fastened at all times when mounted.  
 
Bit unflattering perhaps, but we are not insured if we allow people to ride in incorrect headgear, so please be aware before you 
turn up and bring the right hat with you. 
 
Body protectors (Class 3 - Purple Label) shall be worn for any event involving cross country jumping and are strongly 
recommended for show jumping. 
 
Otherwise there is no particular dress code, it is sufficient just to be "clean and tidy". Correct footwear (i.e. no Muckers) is a good 
idea.  Jewellery lovers please note, for safety reasons it is not permissible to wear earrings whilst competing. Not even studs. 
 

A new rule for BRC competitions was been introduced last year and states 'long hair should be worn in a net or secured in such 
way as not to hang below the collar for safety reasons'. 
 
Please Note:  Medical armbands  (armbands issued by BE and BRC are acceptable) will be mandatory at Club One Day event and 
Hunter Trial competitions this year. 
 
Full details of the rules are shown in the club's constitution. Copies can be obtained from Lindsay 01264 772388.  
 

Team Application for Area 17 Novice Team & Individual Hunter Trial Qualifier on Sunday 4th 
April 2004 at Dene Farm Nether Wallop. 
Teams of four riders compete over Hunter Trial course, with jumps 2'6" to 2'9". The team total is made up from the best three 
scores. Winning teams and individuals go forward to represent Area 17 in the British Riding Clubs Festival of the Hunter at 
Grange Farm, Wittering, Nr Peterborough on 16th May. 
Horses with BE points or placed in the first six in BE Pre-Novice are ineligible. 
 
If you are interested in being part of a team please fill in and return the attached form to Paula Mitchell (01794 301104) by 
the Tuesday 9th March.  We need to decide by the 10th March how many teams to enter.  Please remember that you will need 

to have a fully up to date flu certificate (for your horse). 
 
Please Note: riders may only compete for one club in any competition year. 
 
The team selection policy is as follows: 
On the basis of the response of the Team forms, a decision is made about how many teams are entered. Selection for team places 
is based on performance at club competitions or other known events. 
It is normally the case that, subject to eligibility, anyone keen to take part will be offered a team place. 
 
If you think you would like to have a go but are not sure then ring Paula (01794 301104) for a chat. Otherwise, even if you stated 
on your membership application that you were interested in teams, please fill in and return your form. 
 
The club pays all Entry Fees to Area competitions. 

 

PLEASE READ THE VACCINATION RULES BELOW AND CHECK THAT YOUR HORSE’S 
CERTIFICATE COMPLIES IN EVERY RESPECT. 
 

Equine Influenza - Valid Certificates – Vaccination procedures 

Each horse must have a valid vaccination certificate, which undeniably relates to that horse, completed, signed and stamped on each line by a 
veterinary surgeon, who is not the owner of the animal. It must state that the horse has two injections for primary vaccination against Equine 
Influenza given no less than 21 days and no more than 92 days apart. (Only these two injections need to have been given for the horse to 
compete). In addition a first booster injection must be given no less than 150 days and no more than 215 days after the second injection of the 
primary vaccination. Subsequently, booster injections must be given at intervals of not more than 1 year apart, commencing after the first booster 
injection. None of these injections must have been given within the preceding 7 days, including the day of the competition or entry into 
competition stables. 
 
Horses foaled before 1st January 1980 need not have had the first booster injection (no less 150 days and no more than 215 days) after the second 
injection of the primary vaccination – but must have had an annual booster (given within 12 months) thereafter. 
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Area 17 Novice and Pairs Dressage to Music Qualifier on Sunday 9th May at Sparsholt College 
Dressage to Music competitions are open to horses who have less than 75 BD points. Winners from this competition qualify for 
Championships to be held at Addington in October. This is an early call as it takes time to prepare a programme. If you are 
interested in taken part then give Paula (01794 301104) a call before the 10th April. The down side is that the competition clashes 
with our own Combined training at Larkhill. 
 

Area 17 Novice & Open Show Jumping, Horse Trials and Dressage Team Applications 
Qualifying competitions for all the disciplines take place in late June and July (see Diary Dates). Application forms for team places 
will be sent out with the next Newsletter. Selection for team places will be done in June, based on performance at club 
competitions. So we hope to see all you aspiring team members at our events. 
 

Flu Vaccinations 
It is good practice to have your horse vaccinated against the flu virus annually, whatever your chosen sphere of horse riding. Horse 
flu is a very nasty, potentially fatal disease. In order for any vaccination procedure (human or equine) to be effective, it needs to 
have a minimum of 80% uptake by the population. For the welfare of all our horses please make sure yours is vaccinated. 

 
Equine Passports 
Under new EU legislation ALL equines must have a DEFRA approved passport by 30th June 2004. The BHS is one of over 70 

Passport Issuing Organisations. Currently the BHS is taking 10-12 weeks to issue passports. Don’t leave until the last minute. 
There are heavy penalties for horse owners not complying with the legislation. For application forms send an A4 sae to BHS 
Passports Office, BHS, Stoneleigh Deer Park, Kenilworth, Warks CV8 2XZ 01926 707807 or for more information www.bhs.org.uk or 
email h.cripps@bhs.org.uk   
 

Instruction 

Here’s instruction to suit everyone’s busy schedule – you can choose from: 
 

➢ Weekday instruction with Diana Burgess at Castle Farm, Over Wallop; 
➢ Weekend sessions with Elizabeth Peerless at Castle Farm;  
➢ Evenings with Sorrel Warwick at Cholderton House EC 

 
All the General instruction sessions consist of some flatwork with some optional gridwork or a small 
course of jumps at the end.  Each session will last 1½ hours.  Dates for General Instruction are: 
 

Elizabeth Peerless(£14) 
Castle Farm, Over Wallop 
2pm  

Saturdays  
13th March 
27th March 
17th April 

Diana Burgess (£14) 
Castle Farm, Over 
Wallop 
10am and 11.30am  

Thursdays 
18th March  
& 1st April 

Sorrel Warwick 
(£14) 
Cholderton House EC 
6.30pm 

Tuesdays 16th March 
30th March 
6th April 
Thursday 22nd April 

 

Cross Country Instruction 
Cross country instruction with Diana Burgess at two locations;  at  Hoplands EC on Sunday 21st March (Cost £25) and at  
Downlands EC, Tytherington, Heytsbury, Nr Warminster on Thursday 25th March (Cost £32). Body protectors are compulsory.  
Sessions will last for two hours, 10am or 12pm start 

 
For anyone attending the XC session at Downlands please note that a disclaimer must be signed before accessing the XC Course. 
Venue directions are available on request. Please abide by the 10mph speed limit approaching the EC. 
 
The instruction sessions are aimed at all levels of horse and rider - do come and have a go.  If you wish to attend, please send the 
attached reply slip to Lindsay Hills AT LEAST 3 DAYS BEFORE the due date (separate cheques for each session with date marked 
on the back of the cheque please). If there is more than 1 group, please ring 2 days beforehand to find out to which group you 
have been allocated. 
 

Area Novice Indoor Show Jumping Qualifier – Kingston Maurwood College 8th Feb 2004  
Teams:   Yellow Team:     Blue Team: 

Paula Mitchell – Teddy    Maggie Gill –  

  Debbie Kingcott – Master Drum   Gemma Edwards – Magpies Magic 
  Mark Logan – Frizante    Andrea Baxter – Henry  

  Ben Tillet – Folly    Lorraine Storer – Luca 
 
Our first team event of the year was well supported and with the exception of one last minute change, all of the original members 
interested took part, making team organiser Paula’s job easier.  The facilities at Kingston Maurwood are excellent although the 
indoor arena is a little daunting with it’s large viewing gallery down one side for the horses to spook at!  Twelve teams took part, 
with mixed results.   After the first round at 2’6”, our yellow team were on a score of 4 faults and the blue team had 12 faults to 
take through.  There were around 6 teams on a zero score but things changed dramatically in the second round as the fences went 
up to 2’9”, with decent spreads.  Finishing on 28 faults the blue team were out of contention and for a moment it looked as if the 
yellows, on 8 faults, would have to jump off for the second qualifying place (Meon RC won outright on zero).  Further clarification 
though, revealed an actual score of 12 faults putting the team in 7th place, just out of the ribbons.  It was good to see some new 
team members.  Well done to all that took part and particularly Debbie who recorded one of the few double clears.   
         Sandra Groves 

http://www.bhs.org.uk/
mailto:h.cripps@bhs.org.uk
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Report Dressage Hoplands 22nd February 2004 
The day was incredibly cold, with a biting wind straight down from the arctic making the riding-in area a test for the thermal 
underwear.  All those riding and helping deserved rosettes for putting up with it - the things we do for our art!  One perished 
steward was loaned extra clothes to withstand the icy blasts during his stint on the upper level.  Nevertheless, the gorgeous 
sunshine made it a grand day.   
 
Entries had been heavily oversubscribed, with not nearly enough late entries, or entries from non-members, to bring the numbers 
under control, which left the organisers scratching their heads trying to ensure everyone who wanted to ride could.  Many thanks 
for the forbearance and understanding of those who lost a class.  On the day, only three people withdrew and their spaces were 
snapped up so that, in the end, 120 dressage tests were ridden.   
 
With so many attending, the galley-shaped car park was quite full, which made our jaws drop even further with awe to watch a 
(lady) driver manoeuvre the most enormous pantechnicon lorry into an intricate three-point turn through the melee of lorries, 
trailers, burger vans and a very vulnerable secretary’s caravan at the entrance to the arena to park up, disgorging a team of ponies 
for the polo competition being held concurrently in the indoor arena.  Girl power! 
 
So thanks to the merry band of judges,  writers scorers and stewards and gofers who ensured the day progressed in an orderly and 
timely fashion.  The volunteers as ever are totally indispensable to the running of any event and are well worth the price of a 
burger, slice of cake and cup of coffee!  Even so, we were packing up in the dark - again!!!!  

Lindsay Devine 

 
 Rider Horse Mark 

% 
BV 

 Class 1 – Prelim 7    

1st Alex Hough Mack 73.50 * 

2nd Louise du Boulay Right Decision 71.55 * 

3rd Alex Hough Ryan 66.00 * 

3rd  Howard Kirby Will 66.00 * 

5th Roy Southey Oliver Twist 62.00 * 

6th Howard Kirby Ronnie 61.00 * 

     

 Class 2 Prelim 10    

1st Alex Hough Mack 71.82 * 

1st  Louisa Clarke Southern Cross 71.82  

3rd Louise du Boulay Right Decision 71.36 * 

4th   Howard Kirby Will 66.36 * 

5th Alex Hough Ryan 65.00 * 

6th Pip Crosby Jacques 64.09 * 

     

 Class 3 Prelim 18    

1st Chantelle Hutton Irco Smarty Pants 68.33  

2nd Andrew Parsons Boris 66.25 * 

3rd Gail Perren Oliver 64.17 * 

3rd  Anne Bridgeman Socks 64.17 * 

5th    62.50  

6th   Sandra Groves Scrumpy 62.50 * 

 Rider Horse Mark 
% 

BV 

 Class 4 Novice 24    

1st Diana Burgess Dougie 75.19 * 

1st Sarah Loveday-Lovell Ribaldi Utopia 75.19 * 

3rd Chantelle Hutton Irco Smarty Pants 69.63  

4th   Emma Thorman Jack the Lad 68.89  

5th Gail Perren Oliver 67.41 * 

6th Peter Coote AMO Joel 66.30  

6th Diana Burgess Sailor 66.30 * 

 Class 5 Novice 32    

1st Diana Burgess Dougie 66.96 * 

2nd Sarah Loveday-Lovell Ribaldi Utopia 64.35 * 

3rd Lucinda Burtenshaw Longstock Dazeda 63.48 * 

3rd Louisa Clarke Blue Moss 63.48  

5th Lucinda Burtenshaw Macaroni 61.30 * 

6th Caroline Primrose Final Model 60.00 * 

6th Carol Dunford Chalice 60.00 * 

 Class 6 Elementary 44   

1st Louisa Clarke Blue Moss 71.60  

2nd Angela Cardiff Ascension Day 70.80 * 

3rd Caroline Primrose Final Model 64.80 * 

4th  Vanessa Butler Sweet charity 55.60 * 

5th Caroline Primrose Before I Do It 55.20 * 

 
Local photographer, David Facey, braved the elements at Hoplands and took photographs of the first two classes.  

Fairly new into equestrian photography, the results are excellent and we are hoping he can come along to other club events.  Had 
the weather been kinder, he would have stayed all day, so apologies to those whose performances he didn't capture. If you would 
like to view and purchase any photographs from either class 1 or 2, please contact him at Waverley Hall Studios, Andover on 01264 
366260. 
 

Try Western Riding 
Have you ever thought of giving western riding a try?  Melanie Prince is the local WES representative although we were too late to 
take advantage of Melanie’s invitation to a social evening I’m sure she wouldn’t mind a call if you would like more information 
about clinics etc being organised by WES.  Details are: 
Melanie Prince, 3 Acres, Church Lane, Goodworth Clatford, Hants SP11 7HL  tel 01264 335445 for more info. 

 
PROVISIONAL:  4 Western Clinics with  Professional Western Instructor 
Venue: Probably between Andover & Romsey- Indoor School 
 
Purchase any 3 dates for £40, 2 dates for £32, 1 date for £20. All 4 dates will be £50. Each clinic will be 1.5 hours of instruction per 
session to suit you and your horse in groups of up to six. 
Please register as many of the following as you would like to attend: 
29th February  21st March  25th April  16th May 
We missed the 5th February registration date, but give Melanie a call there may still be spaces or maybe there is provision for 
spectators. 
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A BIG COUNTRY TALE – TX RANCH MONTANA  
 
Montana, big sky country, a horse rider’s dream and the place where my sister Rachel and I found ourselves after a long delayed 
flight.  It’s 12.30 am and we are in the middle of nowhere, 2 hours from civilization, its freezing cold, very dark and by torch light 
we are led to what is going to be home for 2 weeks …. a tent! 
 
The first night was an experience to say the least, not much sleep, mainly due to the Coyotes howling outside camp, the mice who 
found our emergency chocolate supplies in our suitcases, and the freezing temperature.  I have to admit at this stage the prospect 
of 2 weeks was looking a bit grim. 
 
However, all this was soon forgotten as the call from the cookhouse announced that "breakfasts ready come and get it" and we 
opened up our tent to the most spectacular scenery that you could every imagine!  Over breakfast we met our holiday companions, 
19 in total, all of us from different countries, mainly Americans and Brits, but also a couple of showjumpers from Belgium, and a 
German couple.  All of us had one thing in common, the Cowboy dream. 
 
After breakfast we went to meet the horses.  Now this is where you forget everything that you learn in England, the first big 
difference is that you don't walk to the field and put a headcollar on and lead them in, these horses are 'wrangled' down from their 
field which is a good 2 miles away which basically means that 2 riders ride to their paddock, herd them up and herd them down to 
a corral at the camp, 30 horses cantering in is a fantastic sight, but what really amazes us was how they all just go where they are 
supposed to, not one of them clears off over the next hill!  Once in the corral, Hip, who is the boss, lassos a variety of horses and 
then matches horse to rider ability. 
 
The horses are mostly Quarter horses and they average about 15.2hh, they are incredibly tough and they don't carry an ounce of 
spare flesh.  No rugs and hard feed for this lot, they work all day only getting Alfalfa hay if they have worked harder than usual.  

What really struck us was that these horses never see a brush, only get salt licks, no fancy supplements and yet their coats really 
shone! 
 
Once we were allotted our horses we were shown how to saddle up and that was it, straight up and straight to work.  At the start 
of each day Hip would gather us up and tell us the options for the day, it usually went something like "right you guys, we are doing 
two trails today, a long one and a not so long one."  On our first day being naïve or mad, Rach and I opted for the long one.  What 
a day to start our holiday with, we discovered muscles that we never knew we had.  40 miles didn't seem too far at the beginning 
of the day, but 10 hours later you know you have spent a long time in the saddle.  It was a really wonderful day though, no nose 
to tail trail riding, this was the real thing.  Hip would point to the far distance where a few cows were dotted on the horizon and off 
a couple of us would go and fetch them in, on this holiday we are the cowhands and we stayed out until the work was done.  Up 
and down hills that you never see around here you just have to totally trust the horses, think Derby bank, make it much longer and 
cover it in loose stones and you are getting close. One memory that springs to mind was one such hill which was so steep that my 
horse took over and tacked down it, when we reached the bottom we looked back to see Hip cantering down as though it was 
nothing, mega! 
 
Whenever I see cowboys on the telly they all seem to sit to trot and canter, but in the real world they sort of stand in their stirrups 
to take the weight off the horses back, makes sense really, but it is really hard to do when you aren't used to it, thank goodness 

that the saddles have pommels to hold on to, I felt like a complete beginner especially as in reverse to what we do when we hack 
out they trot and canter down hills and walk up them to save the horses but by the end of our holiday we could do it no problem, it 
actually felt strange to ride English again. 
 
The horses are just brilliant, they are very well schooled and very well behaved, nothing spooks them and they seem to have an 
inbuilt cow antenna, one of the best things about them was 'ground tying'.  At lunch time or if we stopped for a break we would 
just drop our reins and leave our horses, they would graze but not go anywhere. 
 
Everyday of our holiday was full, we left camp most mornings at 10am and often didn’t get back until 6 or 7pm, some nights it was 
dark and we would ride in with no light at all trusting the horses to get us back to camp in one piece hoping that the howling 
coyotes were not interested in us for their supper.  On these nights you could really imagine what life was like a hundred years ago 
for the real cowboys and it didn't take too much imagination to turn the howl of the coyotes into the war cry of the Indians. 
 
It was an amazing experience, we made some really great friends, rode some fantastic horses and lived out the dream we had 
shared since we were very young children.  Would we go back?  Tomorrow given half a chance!  But in the meantime we will just 
have to ride Western English style!! 

Di Symes 

Hunting 
A club subscription to the RA Hunt has been taken out again this year. This will enable club members to hunt up to 6 times during 
the season (from the end October to April) for a reduced cap (£15 per day [this is £50 for non-subscribers]). Ring Nick Hornby 
(01380) 848117 for details of meets, times, parking, dress, protocol etc etc.  Don't forget to take your membership card + £1 for 
the box watcher.   Hunt Treasurer:  Nick Hornby, Paddocks, The Cartway, Wedhampton, Nr Devizes, Wilts. Tel: 01380 848117.  
  

Subscriptions 
Subscriptions were due for renewal on 1st November.  Enclosed is a membership renewal form for those of you who we think have 
had a memory lapse. If it us who are suffering then please let Sandra know, otherwise please complete and return the enclosed 
form. No further Newsletters will be sent until we have heard form you. 
Subscriptions have been set at £20 for Riding Members and £12 for Non-Riding Members.  We are offering a discount to £16 for 
second and subsequent members of the same household. There are lots of good things happening so do rejoin soon. 
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MARCH 
13th  BVRC General Instruction with Elizabeth Peerless at Castle Farm, 2pm Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

14th BVRC Show Jumping, Hoplands EC, Kings Somborne Sue Fentiman 01264 391550 

14th BHS Fun Ride at Tenantry Farm, Rockbourne, Nr Fordingbridge Sae: Sue Bailey, The Laurels, Forester Rd, 
Soberton, Southampton SO32 3QG 

16th  BVRC General Instruction with Sorrel Warwick, Cholderton House EC 6.30pm Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

18th General Instruction with Diana Burgess, Castle Farm, Over Wallop 10/11.30 Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

21st  Cross Country Instruction with Diana Burgess, Hoplands EC, Kings Somborne 
at 10am or 12pm. 

Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

21st  Dressage Series, Sparsholt EC, Winchester Schedule from Mrs S Knight-Jones, The Beeches, 
Duke Street, Micheldever, Winchester SO21 3DF 

25th BVRC Cross Country Schooling with Diana Burgess at Downlands EC 
Tytherington, Nr Warminster at 10am or 12pm. 

Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

27th  BVRC General Instruction with Elizabeth Peerless at Castle Farm 2pm Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

28th BRC Area 17 Winter League Dressage, Sparsholt EC, Winchester Schedules from Mr P Buist, Silverlea, New Road, 
Timsbury, Romsey, Hants SO51 0NL 

30th  BVRC General Instruction with Sorrel Warwick, Cholderton House EC 6.30pm Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

APRIL 
1st  General Instruction with Diana Burgess, Castle Farm, Over Wallop 10/11.30 Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

4th BRC Area 17 Hunter Trial Dene Farm, Nether Wallop (schedule enclosed) Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 
Paula Mitchell, Teams Organiser 01794 301104 

6th  BVRC General Instruction with Sorrel Warwick, Cholderton House EC 6.30pm Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

8th RA PC Hunter Trial, Knighton Down, Larkhill 
Adult classes at all heights + pairs. 

Sae: Mrs BM Grob, Kents farmhouse, Nether 
Wallop, Nr Stockbridge, Hants SO20 8EQ 

9th BVRC Hot Cross Bun Ride on Salisbury Plain, ‘F’ Range at 2pm. Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

11th  Amport Riding Centre Show Sae: Mrs M A Hale, Amport Riding Centre, 
Furzedown Lane, Amport, Hants SP11 8BE. 

17th  BVRC General Instruction with Elizabeth Peerless at Castle Farm 2pm Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

18th BVRC Dressage at Amport Riding Centre, Nr Andover Michael Tennick 01264 391378 

22nd  BVRC General Instruction with Sorrel Warwick, Cholderton House EC 6.30pm Lindsay Hills 01264 772388 

24th  BVRC Novice Show at Amport Riding Centre, Nr Andover 1pm  

25th North Hants Horse Show, Newbury Showground Sae: Miss A Poulton, 7 Alexandra Road, Andover, 
Hants SP10 3AE 

25th Tedworth Hunt Supporters Hunter Trial, Knighton Down, Larkhill Sae: Dr R Andrews, Huntlys, Manningford Abbots, 
Pewsey, Wilts SN9 6HZ Tel: 01672 563663 

25th  Vine and Craven Hunter Trials, Kingsclere, Berks Sae: Mrs R Gibbins, Ogmore House, Polhampton, 
Overton, Hants RG25 3ED 

MAY 
9th BVRC Combined Training at Knighton Down, Larkhill Eryl Jures  

9th  Area 17 Dressage to Music Qualifier at Sparsholt College EC Organiser Hampshire Rural RC 

16th  BRC Hunter Trial Championships, Grange Farm EC, Wittering, Nr 
Peterborough 

 

16th  Hursley Pony Club Hunter Trial, Dene Farm, Nether Wallop Sae: Mrs B Storer, Lucewood Cottage, Red Lane, 
West Tytherley, Salisbury, Wilts SP5 1NY 

JUNE 
6th BVRC One Day Event at Knighton Down, Larkhill Lindsay Hills 01264 772388  

20th  BVRC Show Jumping Sue Fentiman 01264 391550 

27th BRC Area 17 Show Jumping at Dorset Showground, East Stour, Nr 
Shaftesbury 

Shillingstone RC 

JULY 
4th BVRC Dressage at West Woodhay, Nr Newbury  

18th  BRC Area 17 Horse Trials Qualifier at West Wilts EC, Nr Melksham West Wilts EC / BRC Area 17 
 

25th BRC Area 17 Dressage Qualifier at Mayhill Stud,  Solent RC 

AUGUST 
6-8th BRC National Horse Trials Championships at Offchurch Bury, Nr Leamington 

Spa, Warwickshire 
 

14th  BVRC Riding Club Horse competition and BBQ at Amport Riding Centre  

SEPTEMBER 
5th BVRC Dressage & Show Jumping at Knighton Down, Larkhill Susie Pool 01980 671523 

11th  BRC National Championships, Lincoln Showground  

24th  BVRC Novice Show at Amport Riding Centre, Nr Andover  

OCTOBER 
31st BVRC Hunter Trial at Knighton Down, Larkhill Lindsay Hills 01264 772388  
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FOR INSTRUCTION PLEASE RETURN ATTACHED REPLY SLIP TO Lindsay Hills, The Ridings, Dauntsey Lane, Weyhill, 
Andover, Hants SP11 8EB.    (Please circle preferred times where appropriate). 

Please make cheques payable to Bourne Valley Riding Club. (Separate cheques for each session.) 
 
I enclose £14 for General Instruction with Sorrel Warwick at 6.30pm on 22nd April at Cholderton House EC. 

 
Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ............. ......................................... 

 

 
I enclose £14 for General Instruction with Elizabeth Peerless at 2pm on 17th April at Castle Farm, Over Wallop. 
 
Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ............. ......................................... 

 

 
I enclose £14 for General Instruction with Sorrel Warwick at 6.30pm on 6th April at Cholderton House EC. 
 

Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ............. ......................................... 

 

 
I enclose £14 for General Instruction with Diana Burgess at 10am or 11.30am (please delete) on 1st April at Castle Farm, Over Wallop. 

 
Name ........................................................................................ ..........  Tel No ...................................................... 

 

 

I enclose £14 for General Instruction with Sorrel Warwick at 6.30pm on 30th March at Cholderton House EC. 
 
Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ...................................................... 

 

 
I enclose £14 for General Instruction with Elizabeth Peerless at 2pm on 27th March at Castle Farm, Over Wallop. 
 

Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ......................................................  

 

 
I enclose £32 for Cross Country Instruction with Diana Burgess 10am or 12pm on 25th March at Downlands EC, Tytherington, Nr Warminster. 

 
Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ............. ......................................... 

 

 

I enclose £25 for Cross Country Instruction with Diana Burgess 10am or 12pm on 21st March at Hoplands EC Kings Somborne. 
 
Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ............. ......................................... 

 

 
I enclose £14 for General Instruction with Diana Burgess at 10am or 11.30am (please delete) on 18th March at Castle Farm, Over Wallop. 
 

Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ............. ......................................... 

 

 
I enclose £14 for General Instruction with Sorrel Warwick at 6.30pm on 16th March at Cholderton House EC. 

 
Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ............. ......................................... 

 

 
I enclose £14 for General Instruction with Elizabeth Peerless at 2pm on 13th March at Castle Farm, Over Wallop. 

 
Name ..................................................................................................  Tel No ........... ........................................... 

 

Reply slip to be returned to Brenda Harman The Covey, Thruxton, Nr Andover, Hants SP11 8NF (Tel: 01264 772853) 
I would like to join the coach trip to Badminton Horse Trials on Saturday 2nd May 2004.          PLEASE REPLY BY 9th  APRIL 2004 
 
Please reserve the following tickets (to include coach travel): Qty …… ticket(s) @ £18 each (members) 
 Qty …… ticket(s) @ £22 each (non members) 
 Qty …… coach travel only for children 12 and under @ £8 
 Qty …… coach travel ONLY @ £8 
Cheque enclosed for £…………… (made payable to Bourne Valley Riding Club) 

 
Name ……………………………………………………………………………Tel No…………………………………………………………. 

 

I would love to fence judge at the Hunter Trial at Dene Farm, Nether Wallop on Sunday 4th April 
 

I will be available   8.30am-13.15 pm /   12.15pm-5pm   /   all day. Please Reply by Wednesday 24th March 
I am novice /  intermediate /  experienced   I will / will not bring an assistant. 
 
Name .......................................................................................……………..  Tel No: ...............................Email:.....................…. 

 
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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