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Thesc past two months have scen. two major events concerning the
Club, and I am going to pandcr to the romantic in mc and write about the
first happening, bcfore the latcst and, in torms of pure prestigc, most
inportant onc.

Many of you will know that two of our most enthusiastic members,
Tan Olliver and Sandra Knox werc marricd in Ponton Mcwscy Parish Church on 23rd
Scptember.  The little church (and I promisc I am not trying to outdo the
Social Editor of the local ragl) was packcd with relations and fricnds of both
. bridc and groom, thc latter consisting almost cntircly of Riding Club and Young
Farmcr members. Sandra looked charming and Tom not at all nervous and the
service was most informal and very quick. Tom and Sandra cach rodc a Knox
horse from the Church to the rcception chcz Knox at the top of the village, and
werc ecscorted therc by four club ncnbcrs, David Packnan, Andrew Missclbrook,
Suc Appleton. and Lindsay Hart, riding grey horscs/ponics. This made a good
picture, although Diana, whom Sandra was riding Sidc Saddlc, necarly upsct the-
apple cart scveral timcs, obviously thoroughly overwhelmed by the occasion.
The rccoption went with a (liquid!) swing and cveryonc came away happy. Itls
nice to know that the young Ollivers will be living around this district and
will be g SUPpOX tlnv the Club for some time to couc,. : % :

Ags far ag thce campctitive life of the Club is concerncd we go

from strongth to strength, as our Prix Caprilli tcam won their arca C@lbutlthﬂ
-at Havant, Hants., on 10th Scptember from scven othcr teams. Tcam mcmbers
werc Sem Hart (Touch of the Blarney) 89 (out of a possible 130), Gilly Faccr
(Florin) 72, Ann Spcncer (Sliken Gourtlhr) 89 and Cathy Birnic (Fyficld Fluffy)
103, making a total (best 3 scorcs) of 18l. Sccond werc Hampshirc Rural 'A?
with 269, and thosc two tecams. qualificd for the Stoncleigh finals.  Fluffy
was sccond in the individual drrssaﬁc contcst with. 88 (uu! of 130) beatcn by -
onc point by Janc Parry on Lorna Doonc, both horscs qualifying for the final,
Fluffy was top individually in the Prix Caprilli and Ann and San =6th.

The Championships weckend at Stoncleigh went with a swing as far
as the organisation was concerned, and our club, on its first visit, acquittcd
itsclf well, although we didn't manage to come away with any team roscttes,
Our highcst placed tcam was our Prix.Caprilli tcam which was 8th out of 30
tcams, with 180, Rcad Horse & Hound to find out all thc team winners, Our
Show Jumping team, with a total of 8 faults, finished higher than 15th, I
think, out of 34 tcams, a good cffort. Unfortunatcly our Lvent Tcanm
didn't qualify for a tcam award as only two munbers finished. . But wc had
norc than our fair sharc of ‘individual awards; as. both Ann Spencer and Cathy
Birnic won their sections of the Prix Caprilli (I worder if any'Glub has
won morc than onc scetion in any orc year before?); and Cathy, cntirely
thanks to Iyficld Fluffy'!s great littlc heart, won her scction of thc One
Day Event. Roy Southey was 5th in his section riding Queen's Counscl,
However, it!'s best not to mention Fluffy'ls individual .drcssagce performance on
Saturday afternoon., Hc was much too full of bounce Jnd fed up with a2ll that
drcssage and no junping , -and hb Ilhlshbd bottom.

ults on Sat urday

Sam Hart (Touch of thec Blarncy) . 63
Gilly Faccr (Florin) 76
Ann Spencer (Sillken Court;cr) 100
Cathy Birnic (Fyficld Fluffy) 1056
Show Junping _
. Lt. Col. Bob Huskisson (Gcorgc) . 0 faults
- Maxry Brook (Starlight) L. ®
Richard Halc (Romany Johny) & B

Roy Southecy (‘uuvnfﬁ Counsel) g




The Show Jumping coursc was. goncrally considercd fairly casy,
frec going ond with nothing much at naximum height (?iQ") Roy Southcy did
very well when you consider he had donc the Cross Cauntry part of the Amy
Horse Trials that very morning at Twescldown (hc'!d donc thc Dressage and Show
Junping on Friday) and driven hcll for loather to Stonclcigh, arriving just in
timc,  Unfortunatcly, in the jump=off for thc individual awards, Georgc stopped
twice and was rctired, which should havce warncd us all for the ncxt duj, as
this suprcmecly honest horsc ncver stops..

The Cross Country coursc for Sunday's Onc Doy Event was fairly
Largc for o Riding Clubs! Championship and required uccurgtc riding and jumping.
Most of the falls apparcntly camc from compctitors galloping into fcnces and
not giving their horscs timc to sizc up how to get over, causing thc brakcs to
go ons owing .to the spced of the horse they endcd up at the bottom of fences
and turncd head over hcels.' Certainly some horscs werenlt up to such a course,
but these usually didn't get beyond fence three, two thirds of a trianglc, with
only 15 fcct in betwcen first and sccond rails at its widest point, or fencc
four, 3'6" parallcl rails. Foncc five, the sunken road, with threc different
sorts of cxits ovecr rails set at differcnt distances from the far bank, a grey
wall at the top of a slope into a wood, and the last fencc, .a hunting gate,
with an altcrnative of lowcr rails sloplng away from the narrow gatc, but with
a nasty take off in a dip, werc the other causes of gricf.

Our Drcssage as a tcam was uneventful, except that Fluffyts very
good narks surprised his ridor. = Bob Huskisson was first of our tcam cross
country and we all had an carly jolt when they werc eliminated finally at the
fourth fcnee, the horse having not gonc a yard the wholc way. At the end of
the day he was lame on the ncar forc, a rcesult of his Tcam Show Jumping round
the day beforc, What a thing to happen at such a timcl  Onc must mention that
scveral other compctitors werc climinated carly on.

Lindsay and Blarnsy went next and did very wcll for a total of 6
rcfusals and .onc timec fault It can't havc becen easy to ride round after
Georgc, who is.usually LOﬁlprOJl. Her worst mamcnt was being joltcd out of the
saddle at. fence 13, o large uorlg U two strides bcfore a ditch, and landing
between Blarncy!s cars on thc brink of the ditch.  Surcly a casc of mind over
natter to climb back into thc saddlc.

CFluffy was next,.and gave his rid ler no momcnts of horror, going
like a bl”Q over cvery fénce, cven over the sunken road and fenco 13, which
his rider thought might cause trouolv. Adthough he went fairly slowly and:
only rcally gallopcd betwecen the last twoe fonces and through the finish, he had
notumJAiMS,ﬂmoaUmum:%rtb,/tbufwlﬁlklhd1n¢m,M©;cmmmﬁumu

Roy and (fueen's Counsel gave cveryonc a supcr exhibition of ’
econanical junping at spced and surcly werc round in the fastest tiimc of the
day. It wag a great tonic, as due to the timing throughout the days ’by that

time Blarncy had unfortunately been climinated in the Show Jumpings The Show
Juaping coursc contained no less than Z parallel bers with spreads of around
4} and near or at maximum hcight (3'6"). Coaing after the Cross Country, when

of course horses have become uscd- to gpreading themsclves out and arc on their
fore-hand, it was a large coursc. Also, due to thc largec number of elimina-
tions on the Cross Country coursc, the show jumping arena was running way ahcad
of timc, meaning horses had barely an hours rest in bcetween, instcad of over

1% hours as was scheduled. There were sevceral climinations and large scores
in this part of thc event. Fluffy hit two front bars of two parallcl fcnces
with his hind fecot, suffering pcrhaps slight strain from his first proper.cvent,
and forgctiing to try quite hard cnough. Roy and duccn's Counscl sailed round,
jumping beautifully and just flattcencd out too much ot the last fence for 5
faults. ' ' '

Roflcetions on the whole Event sccm to suggest that the Riding
Clubs movament is at a very trangitional stage, to the cternal dctrinent of the
weckend rider, for whom Riding Clubs werc formed. Whether this is a misteke
or not depcends on your point of vicw, but I do think some sort of decision
ought to be taken at, this ycar's confercnce to steady the performance required
for the Chanpionbhlps Crosg Country. If riders do a certain amount of BHS
eventing, they arc used to this sbandard of coursc, and it won!t worry the
horsc., But to cvent successfully takcs time, in order to get fit, and also

a larger horse than is gencrally considered an actual Riding Club horsc,
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Eventing generally takes too large a toll out of a 15 hand job,  Anyway,
why should cvery Riding Club mcmber do BHS cventing in ordcr to do Riding
Clubs Championships:

Show
Results of Onc Day Gvent Drcssage  Cross Country  Jumpinz Iotal
Lte Col., Bob Huskisson (George) ~73 B s B
Lindsay Hart (Touch of the Blarncy) ~43 161 I B
Cathy Birnie (Fyficld Fluffy) ~25 0 10 ~-35
Roy Southcy (Jucen's Counscl) ~55 0 5 ~60

Back to normal now,; and o pleca from Penny Portman for offers
frax members and friends to junp judge or help otherwisc at our club Hunter
Trialg on October 29th, at Upton. Othcr sorts of hclp ~ finishing the
course ~ will be nccded continuously during the week lcading up to the big
dey, lecase lot Penny know what you can do and when. Also sprcad the
word around, as a lot of trouble has gonc to make a decent coursc.

Mr. and Mrs. Hart have asked mc to apologisc to the pcoplc who
turned up at the Cross Belts on September 23rd looking for our bonfire. Mr.
Hart says they thought they had sat in touch with cveryonc who was there
last ycar, but it was docided that with Sandra and Tom!s wedding that day
no-onc would bc back early cnough to light the fire and organisc the food
bcfore it got dark. We hope the bonfire will heppen ncext summcr.

I an very plecascd to be ablc to tell you that Junc Bush is
our President this ycar. June was the Scerctary for threc ycars until
cightcon months ago and is always a great supportcr., Mrs. Appleton has
been voted Vice Chaimman for the year.

Sue Aphl"tfp has clippcrs and will go anywherc to clip
horscs/ponics for £1 pcr hour.

Mary Triffit has scnt a lctter to the club thanking the mombers
r Fals . .
for the flowers wc sent her in hospitals  She 1s now much bcettcr and has been
gsccn at various club cvente, looking so much fitter. She hopes to be back
on a horsc this timc next ycar.

Don't forget to buy tickets for the Club Dinner on Novcmbor
24th at Tidworth OL¢l crs Club, Scc details on Fixture list. We hopc to
get a rcally big namc as After Dinncr Spcaker.

Lastly, a very important picce of ncws. The British Horsc
Socilcty is forming sub-rcgional branchcs, whosc mcombers will be called
County Mcmbe ag well as the rcegional brancheg which already cxist. Full
mcmbers of the BHS will automatically bbcmlcl wembers of these County branches
as wcll as nembers of affiliated associations. To enable as many pcoplc
as possiblc to becamc mambers, the old (or present) style Associatc Membership
will becanc County Menbers, at an annual fee of £1, Anyonc joining the
BHS under County mcnbership who is already a member of a fully paid up
affiliated Riding Club will be able tn clain o rebate of 50p. You pay
your full membcrship for the Riding Club to the Club and the £1 annual
fec to the BHS, who will in turn scnd 50p rebatec to the SECRETARY of the
Riding Club conccrned, which rcbatcs must be claimed by 30th JUNE each ycare.
Full noembers of the BHS (£3 ncxt year) are not cligible for a rcbatc. A
now rule starting next year is that all official Riding Club Championships
(this mcans finals) shall only be open to BHS mambers, as is at prcsent
the case for the finals of the Riding Club Tcam Drcssage Competition.




